
 

November 14th, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 

This letter is to inform you that a high school teacher tested positive for Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). The teacher was last in the district on Tuesday, November 10th, 2020. Immediately 
after being notified of this case, in compliance with guidance from the New Jersey Department 
of Health (NJDOH), the district conferred with the school doctor, the Borough Office of 
Emergency Management, the Glen Rock Board of Health and other school and local officials.  
 
Individuals who came into close contact (meaning closer than 6 feet for a cumulative of 15 
minutes or more within a 24-hour period) with the teacher have been identified and District 
Contact Tracers completed communication this morning with any affected individuals to provide 
quarantine instructions. If you did not receive a call from one of our District Contact Tracers, 
your child was not in close contact. Please be advised that our Contact Tracers determined 
that it is highly likely that the teacher contracted COVID-19 outside of school. The District 
believes strongly that the teacher did not contract COVID-19 while in school. Please find 
below a list of previous cases. 
 

October 17th, 2020 3 High School Students (though one was fully virtual)  
November 7th, 2020 Byrd Elementary Staff Member 
November 8th, 2020 Hamilton Elementary Staff Member 
November 10th, 2020 Fully Virtual Elementary Student 
November 10th, 2020 High School Student 
November 12th, 2020 High School Student 
 

Based on New Jersey Department of Health guidelines, we are required to close the High 
School and Middle School for 14 days. As such, the High School and Middle School will have 
virtual instruction from Monday, November 16th, 2020 - Wednesday, November 25th, 2020. The 
High School and Middle School will return to in-person instruction via the hybrid schedule on 
Monday, November 30th, 2020. High School and Middle School parents will receive 
communication from Dr. Parent regarding scheduling by the end of the day today. Fall athletics 
and other after school activities will continue, as permitted by the NJSIAA, until circumstances 
dictate otherwise.  

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/RecommendationsForLocalHealthDepts_K12Schools.pdf


 
Please be advised that there will be no change to the schedule for elementary schools. 
Byrd, Central, Coleman and Hamilton will continue to have in-person instruction until 
circumstances dictate otherwise. 
 
We understand the level of concern regarding COVID-19. We encourage parents and students 
to continue following the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention promoted safeguards, such 
as: 

● Staying home when you are sick; 
● Washing hands often with soap for at least 20 seconds; 
● Covering coughs and sneezes and properly disposing of tissues; 
● Limiting close contact with people who are sick and not sharing food, drinks and 

utensils; 
● Practicing social distancing (staying at least 6 feet apart); 
● Wearing a face covering while in school; and 
● Continuing to monitor your health for symptoms. 

As always, we appreciate our community’s support and cooperation. You can assist us by 
remaining vigilant in your approach to dealing with this health concern. If you have any 
questions about COVID-19 symptoms, or any other concerns for you or your child, please 
consult your physician. Should you have any questions about this situation, please feel 
free to contact your child’s school nurse and/or principal. Below are some resources that 
might be helpful. 

RESOURCES 

1. NJDOH COVID-19 Information for Communities and the General Public: 
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/covid2019_community.shtml 

2. Get the Facts about Coronavirus: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

3. Symptoms of COVID-19: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms- 
testing/symptoms.html 

4. Testing: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/index.html; 
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/testing 

5. How to Protect Yourself: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting- sick/prevention.html 

6. What to Do if You Are Sick: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps- when-sick.html 

Sincerely, 

 
Brett Charleston, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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